
From Input to Output: Designing 
Authentic & Relevant Lessons

Please join me in google classroom!
1 - Go to classroom.google.com

2 - Click the +

3 - Class Code = lvn45up CLIC
K!

https://drive.google.com/a/bsd7.org/file/d/0BxTEavS9bVjJZ1UxbnpucDRiQjg/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/a/bsd7.org/file/d/0BxTEavS9bVjJZ1UxbnpucDRiQjg/view?usp=sharing


Work together to plan lessons that focus on a 
World Readiness Standards-based learning target, 

build on prior connections, revolve around 
authentic resources, allow for significant 
communicative practice, and result in a 

formative assessment.

Official Objective: 



Work together to plan lessons that revolve around 
authentic resources, focus on a World Readiness 
Standards-based learning target, build on prior 

connections, allow for significant 
communicative practice, and result in a 

formative assessment.

Objective Remix: 



To summarize:
CLICK 

to open as 

PDF

https://drive.google.com/a/bsd7.org/file/d/0BxTEavS9bVjJZ1UxbnpucDRiQjg/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/a/bsd7.org/file/d/0BxTEavS9bVjJZ1UxbnpucDRiQjg/view?usp=sharing


● ACTFL!
● Creative Language Class
○ Adios Textbook

● Teacher Effectiveness for Language Learning (TELL) 
Project

My Main Sources of Inspiration: 

https://www.actfl.org/
http://www.creativelanguageclass.com/
https://www.adiostextbook.com/
http://www.tellproject.org/
http://www.tellproject.org/


● Lesson = 50 - 100 minutes
● authentic resources = by native-speakers for native-speakers 
● learning target = communicative goal for the lesson
● prior connections = What do learners already know?
● communicative practice = target-focused writing & speaking
● formative assessment = performance task designed to see if 

students have achieved the target

The Basics: 



AuthRes
 Listening Reading

commercials TV or news clips websites in the 
target language stories

songs or music 
videos apps lyrics, poems social media posts

conversations interviews graphs & 
infographics

cards, invitations, 
flyers

podcasts how to videos
reviews (product, 
hotel, restaurant, 

etc.)
apps & games

aka Authentic Resources



Je peux souhaiter quelqu’un un joyeux d’anniversaire. 

French 1: Birthday Unit
● The target: I can wish 

someone a happy birthday. 
● AuthRes: Commercial for 

Disney Paris’s 25th BDay

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ltpXQ7E5XAs


Je peux souhaiter quelqu’un un joyeux d’anniversaire. 



Je peux DONNER des 
informations au sujet d’un 
sportif FRANCOPHONE.
https://fr.wikipedia.org/wiki/Antoine_Griezmann

http://fr.akinator.com/personnages/
French 2: Sports Unit
Target: I can give information about a French-speaking athlete
AuthRes: Wikipedia article; Akinator game

https://fr.wikipedia.org/wiki/Antoine_Griezmann
http://fr.akinator.com/personnages/


Authentic     Resources: 
note: proficiency levels 

Most resource types can be used in all levels, 
but the tasks vary by proficiency. 

● E.G. - A NEWS ARTICLE 
○ NOVICE HIGH = CHOOSE THE 3 IMPORTANT WORDS FROM THE TITLES & HEADINGS of an 

article on a familiar topic
○ INTERMEDIATE HIGH = HIGHLIGHT THE MAIN IDEAS IN PINK, SUPPORTING DETAILS IN 

GREEN, AND TRANSITIONAL PHRASES IN YELLOW in an article about a current event

CLICK HERE
to review the ACTFL 

Proficiency Guidelines

https://www.actfl.org/publications/guidelines-and-manuals/actfl-proficiency-guidelines-2012/english


Authentic     Resources: 
try to Create more than one interaction 

with the resource.
● *Categorize vocab
● summarize
● list the steps/create a timeline
● highlight 
● i heard, my partner heard, we heard
● *HOLD UP Cards (ABCD, TRUE/False, etc.)

Not necessarily in the 

same lesson, though... 

* examples provided

Building 
adapable 
activities 
(the next session)

focuses on 
these!



Authentic     Resources: 

try to Create more than one interaction 
with the resource.

● CATEGORIZE VOCAB  - Think about the learning target!
○ LOVE IT, LIKE IT, HATE IT (giving opinions)
○ OFTEN, SOMETIMES, NEVER (describing actions)
○ FLORA, FAUNA, DESCRIPTIONS (describing things)
○ QUESTION, FACT, OPINION (persuading)



les vêtements les couleurs autres descriptions

Explorez! CLIQUEZ ICI pour acheter des vêtements

Je peux comparer comment les jeunes s’habillent pour aller à l’école autour du monde. 

example: 
CATEGORIZE 

VOCAB

https://padlet.com/MmeHambrick/p640biy41ahl


Je peux dire et épeler mon nom. 
Option A

Son nom complet est 
Paul Labile pogba

Option B

Son nom complet est 
paul Benoit pogba 

Option c

Son nom complet est 
paul Perrot pogba 

Quel est le nom 
complet de Pogba?

example: 
MULTIPLE 
CHOICE 
CARDS



Authentic     Resources: 

learn more! 
● Twitter Advanced search
● Creative Language Class: 

○ Let AuthRes take the lead
○ Interpretive activities

● Tell Project’s Infographic: Checking for Understanding

https://twitter.com/search-advanced?lang=en
http://www.creativelanguageclass.com/let-authres-take-the-lead-step-1/
http://www.creativelanguageclass.com/activities/
https://drive.google.com/a/bsd7.org/file/d/0BxTEavS9bVjJa2h0cWJOdDYyVEk/view?usp=sharing


Authentic     Resources: 
Once you have some awesome resources that students are going to love, 

it’s time to think about what you want 
students to output.

In other words, it’s time to think about the learning target!



Learning Targets: 

❏ Replica of or reaction to authentic resource
❏ standards-based & communicative
❏ lesson-size
❏ contextual & interesting
❏ student-friendly
❏ aligned to larger performance goals

CLICK HERE
to view the World 

Readiness Standards

https://www.actfl.org/sites/default/files/publications/standards/World-ReadinessStandardsforLearningLanguages.pdf


Learning Targets: 

❏ Replica of or reaction to authentic resource
❏ standards-based & communicative
❏ lesson-size
❏ contextual & interesting
❏ student-friendly
❏ aligned to larger performance goals



Replica of or (natural) reaction to 
authentic resource. 

In other words, what do people in the “real world” do with this authentic resource?

● Do they produce similar things? (Social media posts, short videos)
● Do they react emotionally to it? (write comments, journal)
● Do they share it with others? If so, how? (e.g. share on social media with personal rant)
● Do they share their opinions about it? (write reviews, argue, talk to their friends)
● Could they use this information in a scenario? (buying something, looking for 

something, helping someone)

Learning Targets: 

How do does this fit with the standards? 



Learning Targets: 

Replica of or (natural) reaction to 
authentic resource.

● Authres: birthday tweets
○ learning target = I can write someone a birthday message.

● authres: songs in the tl
○ learning target: I can explain why I like or don’t like a song.  



Learning Targets: 

Awesome or less awesome learning target?
“I can teach my classmates about 

a french-speaking athlete that I researched.”
❏ standards-based & communicative?
❏ Replica of or reaction to authentic resource?
❏ lesson-sized?
❏ contextual & interesting?
❏ student-friendly?
❏ aligned to larger performance goals?



Learning Targets: 

Awesome or less awesome learning target?
“I can use relative pronouns.”

❏ standards-based & communicative?
❏ Replica of or reaction to authentic resource?
❏ lesson-sized?
❏ contextual & interesting?
❏ student-friendly?
❏ aligned to larger performance goals?



Learning Targets: 

Awesome or less awesome learning target?
“I can say the alphabet.”

❏ standards-based & communicative?
❏ Replica of or reaction to authentic resource?
❏ lesson-sized?
❏ contextual & interesting?
❏ student-friendly?
❏ aligned to larger performance goals?



Learning Targets: 

Awesome or less awesome learning target?
“I can spell my full name aloud.”

❏ standards-based & communicative?
❏ Replica of or reaction to authentic resource?
❏ lesson-sized?
❏ contextual & interesting?
❏ student-friendly?
❏ aligned to larger performance goals?



Learning Targets: 

Ideally, EVERYTHING YOU DO IN CLASS
(PRIOR CONNECTIONS, INTERACTIONS WITH AUTHENTIC RESOURCES, communicative practice, etc.) 

is related TO THE LEARNING TARGETS
which should organically emerge from the authentic resources.  



Learning Targets: 

Learn more!
● Creative Language Class post: Is it communication? Don’t 

miss the mark!
● Tell Project Infographic: Learning Targets at-a-glance

http://www.creativelanguageclass.com/is-it-communication-dont-miss-the-mark/
http://www.creativelanguageclass.com/is-it-communication-dont-miss-the-mark/
https://drive.google.com/a/bsd7.org/file/d/0BxTEavS9bVjJeG5XT2dXaWNZZk0/view?usp=sharing


Prior Connections: 

How can I…
○ prep my students’ brains for learning?
○ find out how well these learners can communicate about this 

topic?



Prior Connections: 

A Few simple ideas & Examples
○ question relating to their lives
○ tell me about this image
○ vocab brainstorm



Quel est ton instrument 
préféré à écouter ou à jouer 

et pourquoi?
Je peux décrire les instruments dans une chanson y compris mes avis. 

French 2: Music Unit
* Target: I can describe instruments in a song including my opinions. 
* Personal Question: What is your favorite instrument to listen to or to play and why?  



Regardez bien la caricature 

politique. Puis, répondez à la 

question suivante en utilisant un 

beau paragraph.

 

Qu’est-ce qui se passe dans 

cette image et pourquoi?

AP French: Tolerance Unit
*Target: I will be able to explain and give examples 
of the relationship between discrimination and 
immigration. 
*Describe this image: Look carefully at this political 
cartoon. Then, respond to the following question 
using a solid paragraph. “What is happening in this 
image and why?”

Je pourrai expliquer et donner des exemples des relations entre la discrimination et l’immigration.  



Je peux comparer comment les jeunes s’habillent pour aller à l’école autour du monde. 

les vêtements les couleurs autres descriptions
Qu’est-ce qu’on connaît déjà?

What do we 

already know?

French 2: Schools of the World Unit
*Target: I can compare how young people dress to go to school around the world. 
*Categorize Vocab for Prior Knowledge: What do we already know? Clothes, Colors, Other Descriptions 
(students would then add to this list throughout the lesson as they interact with AuthRes)



Prior Connections: 

Learn more!
● Edutopia post: Are You Tapping into Prior Knowledge Often Enough in Your 

Classroom?
● How learning works (Ambrose, et al. 2010): 

○ Chapter 1: How Does Students ’ Prior Knowledge Affect Their Learning?
● Mindful Learning (Cambell & Cambell, 2008)

○ Chapter 1: Beginning with what students know

https://www.edutopia.org/blog/prior-knowledge-tapping-into-often-classroom-rebecca-alber
https://www.edutopia.org/blog/prior-knowledge-tapping-into-often-classroom-rebecca-alber
https://moodle.csun.edu/pluginfile.php/2442242/mod_resource/content/0/HowLearningWorks-Ambrose.pdf
https://www.corwin.com/sites/default/files/upm-binaries/25914_081222_Campbell_Ch1_excerpt.pdf


Prior Connections: 
So, now you’ve got

● an interesting authentic resource or two 
● a killer learning target
● an interaction or two with the resource(s)
● a way to activate prior knowledge…

It’s time to communicate!



Focus on the target! 
Natural reactions to or replications of the authentic resource!

● give information
● describe
● give opinions
● compare

Communicative Practice: 

● explain
● retell/narrate
● persuade
● defend



WHAT DO PEOPLE IN THE “REAL WORLD” DO WITH 
THIS authentic resource?

● Do they produce similar things? (Social media posts, short videos)
● Do they react emotionally to it? (write comments, journal)
● Do they share it with others? If so, how? (e.g. share on social media with personal rant)
● Do they share their opinions about it? (write reviews, argue, talk to their friends)
● Could they use this information in a scenario? (buying something, looking for 

something, helping someone)
How do does this fit with the standards? 

Learning Targets: 

Remember! 
Is it 

authentic?



Learning Targets: 

Replica of or (natural) reaction to 
authentic resource.

● Authres: birthday tweets
○ learning target = I can wish someone a happy birthday.

● authres: songs in the tl
○ learning target: I can explain why I like or don’t like a song.  

Remember! 

Is this 

authentic?



target: I can explain why I like or don’t like a song. 
Communicative Practice:
● Lots of circling via q & A 
● Four-corners + reasoning
● quick write task (formative assessment)

Communicative Practice Example:

CLICK HERE 
to see a sample music lesson with 

these activities related to a topic

Again, check 
out Building 

adaptable 
activities 
(the next session)

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1GXi_Avl_H6svL5gOKcxO7smSb9cCzhhhC-z7FE-O3Ts/edit#slide=id.g28a2059ac4_0_83


Circling: POSING A SERIES OF QUESTIONS TO STUDENTS TO TARGET & 
BUILD SPECIFIC VOCABULARY AND STRUCTURES
● TYPICAL STRUCTURE: YES/NO, EITHER/OR, 4Ws, WHY/HOW

○ Is this song about love? (X2-3) 
○ Is this song about love or heartbreak or both? (X2-3) 
○ What is this song about? (1-2)
○ How do you know? (1)

Communicative Practice Explained:



Learn more!
● TELL PROJECT’S INFOGRAPHIC: Empowering Students to Use the Target 

Language

Communicative Practice:

https://drive.google.com/a/bsd7.org/file/d/0BxTEavS9bVjJU0wzZFowMHY1ekE/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/a/bsd7.org/file/d/0BxTEavS9bVjJU0wzZFowMHY1ekE/view?usp=sharing


Basically, the students should do whatever the target is!
● write a tweet to wish someone a happy birthday
● Write a social media post about who you think 

should win Eurovision and why. 
● Teach a few classmates about the french-speaking 

athlete that you researched. 

Formative Assessment: 



Learn More!
● TELL Project’s infographic: Performance Assessments

Formative Assessment: 

https://drive.google.com/a/bsd7.org/file/d/0BxTEavS9bVjJdlo1U0g3eTZEQ3c/view?usp=sharing


To summarize:
CLICK 

to open as 

PDF

https://drive.google.com/a/bsd7.org/file/d/0BxTEavS9bVjJZ1UxbnpucDRiQjg/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/a/bsd7.org/file/d/0BxTEavS9bVjJZ1UxbnpucDRiQjg/view?usp=sharing


Your turn!

CLICK HERE 

to create & share your own 

lesson

CLICK HERE to view your colleagues’ lessons

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfe9QaXbsM1vTAfWkqlzrxIv_icSTqJZdRm5Toe026iih25yA/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfe9QaXbsM1vTAfWkqlzrxIv_icSTqJZdRm5Toe026iih25yA/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfe9QaXbsM1vTAfWkqlzrxIv_icSTqJZdRm5Toe026iih25yA/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfe9QaXbsM1vTAfWkqlzrxIv_icSTqJZdRm5Toe026iih25yA/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1m8Hf30W80IchwOT9FJuVckpEM2Vw8-WHNBIjXILD4jE/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1m8Hf30W80IchwOT9FJuVckpEM2Vw8-WHNBIjXILD4jE/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1m8Hf30W80IchwOT9FJuVckpEM2Vw8-WHNBIjXILD4jE/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1m8Hf30W80IchwOT9FJuVckpEM2Vw8-WHNBIjXILD4jE/edit?usp=sharing

